Antibiotic use at a university hospital. Antibiotic Working Group of Srinagarind Hospital.
A prospective survey of antibiotic use in 5 departments (MED, SURG, OB-GYN, PED, ORTHO) in Srinagarind Hospital was done during May 1988. The majority of prescribers were interns and residents, except in the department of OB-GYN. Out of 400 prescriptions, 52.3 per cent were inappropriate and 5 per cent were inappropriate for economic reasons. For empirical use, the inappropriateness was 42.3 per cent mostly due to no indication of use. For surgical prophylaxis, 82.4 per cent were inappropriate mostly due to delayed prophylaxis and excessive length of treatment of more than 72 hours. For the treatment of documented infection, 39.6 per cent were inappropriate, mostly due to wrong choice and too many drugs used. There were no statistical differences in mortality, total hospital stay, hospital stay after treatment between the appropriate and inappropriate use.